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Shaking family tree turns up 
colorful facts on ancestors 


By REGINA HINES 
West Jackson County Bureau Chief : 

Brother Jerome Lepre’s family tree is 
thick with early Gulf Coast settlers. 

By shaking that tree with vigor he has 
uncovered facts that have brought these 
people to life for their descendants. 

In the nearly 30 years he has been. 
researching his own family — a heritage 
shared with thousands of other South 
Mississippians — Brother Jerome has 
produced countless articles and papers of 
well-documented family history. 

“His work is thorough and he’s caring 
enough to delve into the records and to be as 
accurate as possible,’’ Murella Powell, 
genealogy librarian at Biloxi Public Library 
said. ‘‘And he’s so fluent in the old French. A 
lot of people interpret record and draw 
conclusions, but he interprets them with 
accuracy. I put my faith in anything he has 
written.” 


The 64-year-old D’Iberville native is not" 


content only with names and dates. In his 
quiet, but exact way, he talks to old-timers, 


‘Slowly | get to know them . . . things 
about their daily lives and what they 
did for a living.’ 

— Brother Jerome Lepre 


locates original documents here and abroad, 


and studies the historical background of the 
period to piece together his ancestors lives. 
Soon, personalities develop and with it come 


‘colorful stories of adventure, scandal, 


intrigue and the routine ups and downs of 


- life. ‘Slowly I get to know them,” he said. 


“Things about their daily lives and what they 
did for a living.”’ 

On Saturday, July 20, Brother Jerome will 
talk to the Jackson County Genealogical 
Society. He will discuss his past and future 
works and explain records that are available 
locally for research during the program at 2 
p.m. at Pascagoula Public Library. . 

Brother Jerome is a direct descendant of 
the early Ladniers, Fayards, LaFontaines, 
Bourgeois and others on the lines of his 
father and mother, the late Salvador and 
Grace Boney Lepre. 


At age 22 he entered the Brothers of the 
Sacred Heart, a Catholic teaching order, and 
took his final vows seven years later. 
Brother Jerome holds an undergraduate 
degree from Spring Hill College in Mobile 
and master’s degrees of education and arts, 
respectively, from Loyola University, New 
Orleans and University of Notre Dame, 
South Bend, Ind. 

He has taught in several schools operated 
by the Brothers of the Sacred Heart in 
Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana. Since 
1967, he has been on the faculty at Brother 
Martin High School in New Orleans, a school 
with a student population of more than 1,300 
boys in grades eight through 12. Until 1986 he 
was director of guidance. 

For the past few years he has been 
monitoring a program for giving make-up 
quizes, tests and exams to absentee students. 

“I’ve always been interested in genealogy 
— since my early years, but I did not begin in 
earnest until the 1960s,’’ he said. Some old 
family photos his grandmother had shown 
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FAMILY RESEARCHER — Brother Jerome Lepre, a D'Iberville native. is 
descended from most of the old Coast families and has published 
numerous articles and books on these founding fathers. He will speak to 
the Jackson County Genealogical Society on July 20. 
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him before her death inspired 
him to start learning more about 
his family and to seek even older 
pictures of his 
great-grandmother’s 

generation. Tales of his 
ancestors abounded as his older’ 
relatives helped identify the . 
people. The next step seemed 
natural. ‘‘Why not a story about 
them?” he asked. 

“My grandmother’s sister 
lived until 1980 and she was a 
font of knowledge. She took the 
good, the bad, the best and the 
worst and told you about it all,” 
he said. ‘‘And her daughter knew 
these stories, too.” 

Beginning with the family 
stories, Brother Jerome began 
his search into church and civil 
records. He discovered that his 
mother’s Boney line was 
intertwined with the Fayard, 
Bourgeois, Ladnier and 
countless other founding 
families. 

Since the 1970s, he has written 
numerous articles for the 
Journal of Mississippi History, 
Mississippi Coast Historical and 
Genealogical Society and The 
Journal of the Jackson County 
Genealogical Society on the 
families that are intertwined 
with his. 

With his work he has 
straighten some twisted family 
lines, disspelled myths of Indian 
princesses and revealed little 
known facts about the founding 


fathers of the Coast. 

His published family histories 
include those on the Jean 
Carriere, Caillavet, Despau, 
Saujon, Ignacio Sierra, Krohn, 
Delauney, Moore-Cannette and 
Santa Cruz families. Now being 
printed are the Fountain Family 
and Trochesset Family. 

Brother Jerome outlines his 
work in neat, longhand writing, 
which Emelda Freiberger of 
Biloxi faithfully types in final 
form. 

Books in preparation are on 
the Cannette and Lepre families. 
Many of these works are based 
on his research on the families of 
Ladnier, Lafontaine, Bourgeois 
and Quave. 

“TI am a direct descendant of 
all these families, but the 
Seymours,”’ he explains. 
However, the sister of his second 
great-great grandfather Ryan, 
married St. Cyr Seymour, which 
connects him to this large 
family. Tracing this line as 
accurately as Brother Jerome 
likes to be has proved to be a 
challenge. He has yet to discover 
the true origins of the progenitor 
of most of the coast’s Seymours, 
St. Cyr, whose birth seems 
shrouded in mystery and the 
people listed on documents as St. 
Cyr’s parents seem never to 
have existed. 

The ancestor of the Lafontaine 
or Fountain family has also been 
elusive. Brother Jerome has 
documents citing that the 


immigrant Lafontaine came 
from the Toulon, France area, 
but during his research he 
realized that there were at least 
four Toulons — each in a 
different part of France. Much 
correspondence and even trips to 
France still have not located 
“old man Lafontaine,” as he 
calls him. But he is delighted 
with the 300-page Fountain 
genealogy that has taken him 20 
years to complete and will be 
published soon. 

Another difficult project was 
the Ignaccio Sierra family. To 
find family connections working 
on the same man, he went to 
archives and libraries in the 
Pensacola area and searched 
sign-in sheets. He made contact 
and found more information in 
this way. 

Most of Brother Jerome’s 
research takes him into early 
records written in French and 
Latin. Fortunately, he can 
translate and write in these 
languages. 

“Tf you write in French, you 
usually get an answer,” he said. 

“T learned French on my own. 
My grandmother always spoke 
to us in French when we were 
kids,’’ he said. Then years ago he 
was selected to attend a 30-day 
religious retreat in Rome with 
other Brothers. The program 


-was conducted entirely in 


French. “After two weeks I 
understood about 30 vercent of 
what they were saying and about 
60 percent at the end of the 
retreat. It all just fell into 
place,” he said. 

He also can get along in 
Spanish, with the use of a 
dictionary, but not as well as in 
French. Often, he says, it is not 
the language that is difficult, it is 
the style of writing in the old 
documents that makes 
deciphering a problem. 

Since the coast has been a 
melting pot of nationalities, 
Brother Jerome’s research has 


taken him to several foreign 
sources. ‘‘I hit luck in the 
archives in Yugoslavia for the 
Bernich family,’’ he said. The 
documents were written in both 
the Cyrilic and Latin languages. 

He has been to Majorca to 
obtain records on the Santa Cruz 
family and in December 1989 he 
went to Palermo, Sicily for 
research on his Lepre line, the 
subject of his next book. He was 
successful in locating the 
baptismal certificate and 
parents’ marriage record for 
immigrant ancestor Pietro 
Lipari who first settled in New 
Orleans and then migrated to 
DeLisle about 1864. The spelling 
of the name was later changed to 
Lepre. 

Traveling to foreign countries 
and obtaining documents 


through the mail can be 
expensive, especially for 
Brother Jerome as a member of 
a religious order. But his family 
and descendants of the families 
on which he is focusing, often 
subsidize the research. The 
Spanish documents in Majorca 
were very expensive to obtain. 
“To get seven documents in the 
period between 1700 and 1600 
cost $300,’’ he said. “There were 
many books to look through and 
the writing was difficult to read, 
but they sent them all,” he said. 

Requesting French records 
has been more economical. 
Brother Jerome has sent the 
same $3 bill back and forth 
across the water to French 
archives and he has been sent 
the information and the money 
back. 


To Brother Jerome, finding 
250-year-old records of Coast 
families, most of whom were 
Catholic, is not difficult. Church 
records were kept in Mobile as 
early as 1704 and then in New 
Orleans as early as 1718. Now the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans is 
publishing its records to assist 
researchers and Brother Jerome 
hopes similar projects in Mobile 
will be undertaken. 

The only complaint of this 
patient and persistent man, who 
seeks out the ancestors he shares 
with so many here, is the same 
expressed by others bitten by the 


-genealogy bug: that he didn’t 


start researching sooner. ‘‘The 
older ones could have answered 
our questions,’’ he said. ‘But I 
am using my time as quickly and 
as accurately as I can.” 


ee ee ee ee ee 
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Lepre family donates materials helpful in tracing descendants 


While he was alive, the late 
Brother Jerome Lepre was always 
willing to help descendants of the 
Coast’s old families trace their 
ancestry. This helpful spirit will 
continue to live on. 

Before his death last 
month, Brother Jerome 
asked that his books and 
papers be donated to the 
Biloxi Public Library, 
where the public could 
benefit from his work. 

Genealogy Librarian 
Murella Powell is now 
surveying the contents of 
about 16 boxes of books, 
notes and other materi- 


r 


Brother Jerome Lepre 
Collection. 

The materials are not yet 
available for public use, but in 
the future they will be placed on 
the shelves in the genealogy sec- 
ticn, or in closed stacks, to be 
used with supervision. 

Powell said that the library is 


Regina 
als that will be part ofthe Hines 


honored to have been chosen to 
receive Brother Jerome’s legacy 
and to coordinate its use by gen- 
erations to come. Family mem- 
bers have said that the late 
teacher-genealogist 

- appreciated the genealog- 
ical work being done by 
| the library. 

Brother Jerome, who 
was retired from teaching 
at Brother Martin High 
School in New Orleans, 
wrote many books about 
his ancestors and other 
founding families of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

His other contribu- 
tions included transla- 
tions of church records. 
Each was the product of 
meticulous research, which 
extended into Europe. 

For the past few years he had 
been working on a book about the 
coast’s large Seymour family. 

Arizona records 

Descendants of Arizona set- 


tlers will be interested in the fact 
that the state recently opened 
more records that are valuable to 
family researchers. 

As of Aug. 21, the state’s pre- 
1923 birth records and pre-1948 
death records, which are held by 
the Arizona State Archives, were 
made available for public 
research. 

In the past year, the state has 
opened a number of vital records 
to which the public previously did 
not have access. 
Anderson-Freedman search 

The last time Joseph Bailey 
Anderson saw his family in 
Clarksdale, Miss., was when he 
was 15. That was nearly 50 years 
ago. 

Now his daughter, Allison 
Anderson is trying to trace her 
roots. She says all she knows is 
that her father’s parents were 
John Henry and Edith May 
Freedman Anderson and his 
brothers and sister were named 
John Henry, Charles L. Carter 


and Mary Louise. Their father 
died when Joseph Bailey, who 
was born on Aug. 18, 1936, was 
seven. 

On his mother’s side there was 
an aunt and uncles named Ber- 
nice, Johnnie C., Lonnie and Earl 
Freedman. 

If anyone can help with infor- 
mation, or clues, contact Allison 
Anderson at 105 South Cherry 
St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601, or 
e-mail her at 
MENMYBMW2@aol.com. 

Pierce-McLain 

Joseph Harold Pierce, 3120 
Aurora, El Paso, TX 79930 is 
researching the family of Jeremi- 
ah “Jerrie” Pierce, who lived near 
Grand Bay, Ala. 

He is particularly seeking a 
copy of a picture of Jerrie Pierce 


in his Confederate uniform. Jerrie 
was a veteran of the Battle of 
Vicksburg and Bluff Springs, Fla., 
and in 1969, a picture in his uni- 
form was mounted on his grave- 
stone in Palestine Cemetery. 

Pierce and his wife, Rachel 
Annie, had the following children: 
Martha Indiana, married Henry 
J. Pierce; Julia Irene Pierce, mar- 
ried Eugene Davis, first, then 
Zeman Rester, and Thena E., who 
married Irvin “Van” Poole. 

Caldwell kin 

John D. Caldwell III, P.O. Box 
1021, Warner Robins, GA 31099 
is seeking information about the 
Caldwell family who lived in Bay 
St. Louis in the early 1800s. 

His grandfather, John Dimitri 
Caldwell Sr. was born in Hancock 
County on Oct. 8, 1866, and died 


in North Carolina on Jan. 10, 
1954. He is buried in the Mason- 
ic Cemetery in Orleans Parish, 
La. 

Caldwell’s father was John 
Dimitri Caldwell Jr., who was 
born on Oct. 18, 1911, in 
Asheville, N.C., and died on Jan. 
21, 1981, in Long Beach, Miss., 
where he is buried. 

Caldwell’s e-mail address is 
caldwell@hom.net 


Please send all correspondence 
to this column to Branches & 
Twigs, The Mississippi Press, 
1222 U.S. 90 East, Ocean 
Springs, MS 39564. E-mail 
CQKB28A@Prodigy.Com. 

Regina Hines, Ocean Springs 

ureau lef, is a certified 


genealogical record specialist. 
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Brother Jerome Lepre 


Funeral: 4 p.m. Tuesday at St. 
Stanislaus High School Chapel in 
Bay St. Louis. 


[] NEW ORLEANS — Brother Je- 
rome Lepre, S.C. (Salvador J. Lepre 
Jr.), 71, died Saturday, Sept. 19, 
1998, in New Orleans. ; 
Brother Jerome was a native of 
Biloxi and was a resident of New 
Orleans. He entered the Brothers of 
the Sacred Heart in 1949. He taught 
at Brothers of the Sacred Heart 


‘Schools in Mobile, Donaldsonville, 


Baton Rouge and New Orleans. 
Brother Jerome was on the faculty at 
Brother Martin High School in New 
Orleans. 

A service will be at 4 p.m. Tuesday 
at St. Stanislaus High School Chapel 
in Bay St. Louis, where friends may 
call two hours before service ‘time. 


_ Burial will be in Brothers of the Sa- 


cred Heart Cemetery in Bay St. 
Louis. hi 
‘The family prefers memorials to 


-the Brothers of the Sacred Heart 


Foundation, 720 Hearthstone Drive, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806. All Faiths 
Funeral Home, 5200 Canal Blvd. in 


New: Orleans. Sept 22,1 q q 4g 


In Memory of 


Brother Jerome Lepre, S.C. 


Born: March 16, 1927 
Died: September 19, 1998 
R. I. P. 
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BROTHERS of the SACRED HEART 
4601 Elysian Fields Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70122 


Monday 14 September 1998 


Dear Friends, 


I wish to thank you 
for your recent communication. 
It is my pleasure to let you know 
that you will be in our prayers 
for all your kindnesses to us, 
Brothers of the Sacred Heart. 


With best wishes, I am, 


‘Sincerely yours, 


BROTHERS of the SACRED HEART 
4601 Elysian Fields Avenue 
New Orieans, Louisiana 70122 


A week before Brother 
Jerome Lepre died from cancer, he 
dictated to me a message he wanted 
me to relay to you. 


With relatives at his side, 
Brother Jerome died peacefully on 
Saturday 19th September. Since his 
death, I have been’Mnd out of the 
hospital four times and have not 
been able until now to attend to 
Brother Jerome's request. 


Please remember this coura- 
-geous man in your prayers. Feel 
assured that the community of Brothers 
he leaves behind will continue to 
pray for you as well as for those 
intentions which you hold in your 
heart. 


Yours in Christ, 


Brodin, Warree Lau coemiing SC 


Brother Warren Laudumiey, S.C. 
(Brother Jerome's Director) 


fo LR PERSEM AE MOSS dae To So THEA” 


Je fee “LAs Se Cat LEO Tihe . ae 
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Tr 


PSALM 116 


O God, you have delivered my 
soul from death, 
My eyes from tears, 
My feet from stumbling. 
I walk before you in the land of 
the living. 
I kept my faith even when I said 
"I am greatly afflicted." 
You have loosened my bonds. 
I will pay my vows to you, 
O God, 
in the presence of all your 
people, 
in the courts of your house, 
O Lord, in your midst, 
O Jerusalem. 
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Brother Jerome's service was beautiful. I have never witnessed such a 
funeral gathering. About a dozen people arose at the appropriate time and 
gave brief testimonials or stories about their life experiences with the 
good Brother. It was well attended, but their was practically no one from 
the genealogical world. I knew about five people from Biloxi, but 
recognized many faces, probably his relatives or people from D'Iberville. 

They had a brochure with Jerome's photographic and biography as well as a 
table with his books, etc. It was truely a celebration of his life. Nota 
sad occaision, but one of joy as those in attendence knew that he was now 
with The Lord! 

The idea of the Fort Maurepas group is great. We have some very good 
images which should suffice. See you after Georges's visit, I hope!! 

Good on you, 

Ray L. Bellande 


lof 1 9/26/98 3:51 AM 
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BROTHERS OF THE SACRED HEART 
4601 Elysian Fields Avewnue 
New Orleans, LA 70122-3898 


September 5, 1994 


Dear Brother, 


During the months of June and July of 1994, the Cause for the 
Beatification of the Servant of God, Brother Norbert McAuliffe, was 
formally introduced at my request in the name of our Institute by Bishop 
-Martin Luluga of the diocese of Gulu, Uganda. In 1931 Brother Norbert and 
three companions founded the mission there for the Province of New 
Orleans. He was the first superior and taught in Gulu and in other Uganda 
tov il his holy death in 1959. With the successful completion of the 
Diocesan Inquiry in July, I returned to Rome to report on my work to our 
superiors. The Reverend Brother, Jesus Marin, suggested that it would be 
good to let all of our Brothers worldwide know the details of the above 
Inquiry and its ultimate disposition. What follows is an attempt to let 
our Brothers know about Brother Norbert and our work to have him beatified, 
if such be God’s will. 


On 27 May 1994, I left New Orleans Airport for Rome with a 
short stop-over at Kennedy Airport in New York. The flight to Rome on TWA 
was most pleasant. On my arrival in the eternal city, I was met by Brother 
Xavier Werneth, an Assistant General from the Province of New Orleans of 
the Brothers of the Sacred Heart. The purpose of my visit of eleven days 
in Rome was to meet with Brother Fernando Lana, who is in charge of all 
Causes for Beatification and Sainthood in our Institute. He was shown all 
of the work which we had completed in the States, some of which had to be 
signed and sealed by him. Because Brother Fernando does not speak 
English, I was chosen to do the work in Africa. After a number of 
meetings, everything we had done was cleared for my work in Uganda. 


The Alitalia plane which I took to Nairobi first went to Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia--a surprise to most of us on the plane. After a short stop 
there, we arrived in Nairobi around 11:00 p.m. Not having a place to stay 
overnight, I asked some nuns if they knew of a place for religious. They 
said that I should come with them for they had many rooms at their place. 
So, the priest for whom they were waiting and I were each given a private 
room for the night. The priest took me to the airport the next morning, 
Saturday, and I flew to Entebbe, Uganda. Brother Francis Fleming was 
supposed to meet me, but he fell ill and was hospitalized in Kampala. I 
went on to the White Fathers’ place where I stayed until Monday morning. 
Brother Francis, not being any better (malaria and poor blood count caused 
him to remain hospitalized) I decided to go to Gulu by bus. Needless to 
say, it was the most tiring ride of nine hours on a bus that I have ever 
taken. And never did I see so many soldiers protecting a roadway, except 
in Israel. Finally, some.of them, gun in hand, rode with us to Gulu. 
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Friends of the Brothers took me the short distance to Alokolun, 
where I was greeted by Brothers Charles, Sylvester and Anthony, with whom I 
shared supper. It was good to be with members of my Community. However, 
because Brother Francis had the only car and it would be occupied in 
Kampala for another week or so, the decision was made to go to Layibi to 
stay, for the duration of my work, with the Comboni Fathers. This was a 
good decision, because Father Mario Marchetti, the Superior, was the 
Bishop’s representative in the Cause of Brother Norbert. Needless to say, 
as soon as Father Marchetti returned from a class he was giving to some 
novices of a women’s Community, we got down to work. 


The Diocesan Process or Inquiry was divided into three phases: 1) 
the first meeting with the Bishop; 2) the interviews; 3) the last meeting 
with the Bishop to close the Inquiry. It was the following day when we 
first met with Bishop Martin Luluga. This man is the soul of kindness and 
ecoperation. The official papers to open the Inquiry were read, signed and 
sealed OY agp, 1 SHOP on 16 June 1994. The first papers were official 
notific at the Institute of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart wanted 
this process to go its limit, subject to God’s will. Another was my 
appointment as Vice-Postulator. The Supplex Libellus was a document signed 
by me asking the Bishop to please open the process, since all previous work 
suggested it was opportune to do so. Another paper stating reasons why we 
waited over thirty years to begin the official precess and a further paper 
which gave five pastoral reasons for initiating the Cause of Brother 
Norbert were presented. The last paper was a list of possible nominees for 
interviews. Besides these papers there were included the following bound 


volumes: 


1 Writings of Brother Norbert. 

2 A biography of Brother Norbert. 

3 Three volumes of written testimonies from those who knew Brother 

Norbert. 

4. <A volume on the practice of the three Theological Virtues as 

practiced by Brother Norbert. 

5 A similar volume on the Christian Virtues as practiced by Brother 
Norbert. 

6 A collection of letters of Brother Norbert to his Superiors and 

7 


others. 
Vital Statistics of the family into which Brother Norbert was born. 


Before this first meeting ended, Bishop Luluga had to name two 
commissions: one, of two priests to read the writings of Brother Norbert 
to see if there was anything contained therein which was against Catholic 
teaching; the second, of three priests to interview the witnesses. With 
this to be done in consultation with his priests, we completed the first 
phase of the Diocesan Inquiry. 


The second phase of the Inquiry involved the interviews of men who 
had been students, chaplains, colleagues or co-workers of Brother Norbert. 
This work naturally took some time, almost three weeks. Once the 
interviews in Gulu were going well, I went to Kampala to arrange with 
Archbishop Wamala to have the same done there among men who had moved 
there from Gulu. Bishop Luluga had written to the Archbishop about this. 
Three priests were named and the interviews took place. With these 
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completed and sealed, I went to Nairobi, where I spoke with Cardinal 
Otunga. He insisted on more time to name the three interviewers. I told 
him that I could give him one more day making five days, but that was not 
enough and I could not stay any longer. It was agreed between the Cardinal 
and me that I would interview the three known Kikuyu students who had known 
Brother Norbert. These were difficult to find, but with Brother Norbert’s 
help in finding them, they were eventually interviewed. I then returned to 
Gulu; where the results of the Kampala and Nairobi interviews were 
ecountersigned by Father Marchetti and added to the larger number of 
interviews held in Gulu. I must say that it is unfortunate that the 
letters sent in advance by Brother Blaise to alert former students of 
Brother Norbert to present themselves for interviews were not delivered. 
They remained at Alokolum addressed to the sick Brother Francis. In any 
event we completed successfully this second phase of the Diocesan Process. 


The final phase was to be a meeting of some length with Bishop 
eels. agen all documents, including the interview sheets, would be 
checke see that nothing was missing. This meeting took place on 13 
July 1994. Bishop Luluga opened the meeting at eleven o’clock in the Sala 
Capitular, near his office. In attendance were four Brothers of the 
Sacred Heart, several Comboni Fathers and two African priests. It was a 
formal setting to end the Diocesan Process. Bishop Luluga opened the 
meeting with a prayer and mentioned how pleased he was to see the process 
successfully completed. Father Marchetti gave in gist his six-page 
summary to explain what was done over the last several years and, in 
particular, what was accomplished during the Diocesan Process. I thanked 
the Bishop, Father Marchetti, Brother Provincial and Brother Blaise for 
the tremendous help we received to complete the Inquiry. 


The initial documents were checked from the first meeting with the 
Bishop and many new letters and documents were added. All present signed 
the summary document. To these papers were added the appraisal of the 
writings of Brother Norbert by the two readers, the closing letter of 
Bishop Lululga and a copy of the letter to the Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation for Causes of Saints in Rome. All of these papers, documents 
and books were brought by me and Brother Francis to the Nuneio in Kampala. 
We were told that each item would be put in a separate envelope and all 
envelopes would be put in a diplomatic pouch, or sack, and sent to the 
Vatican. My work in Uganda was now complete, and the Brother Norbert 
Cause was now officially in the Apostolic Process, the final stage before 
beatification. Copies of official documents were made for our Community. 


Now that the Diocesan Process in Gulu has been completed, the 
“Positio" will be written by the Vatican officials. This is a position 
paper stating that Brother Norbert lived a very holy life, as gleaned from 
the testimonies and other sources. It may be of six hundred pages or 
more. This takes time, for we know the Vatican moves slowly. 


But for now we must pray that the good Sacred Heart will work a 
Miracle through Brother Norbert’s intersession. Please pray the novena 
prayer in honor of Brother Norbert, so that we may soon see a miracle take 
Place. This we do in submission to God’s will. We know we have a great 
candidate for the position of "Blessed." Let us now redouble our prayers 
to Brother Norbert alone, so that there will be no question as through 
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whose batemumenten the miracle has been granted. After the ceri iy se 
been validated by the Vatican, and only then, cen ere fe sag Pisin Pia 
j j y e ‘ 
f the Blessed as proclaimed universal! y 
Dae Bosna gies objective from the beginning of this process, let us pray 


that the Sacred Heart will bless our efforts. 


In closing this report, Brothers, I should like to ask ae 
please use the enclosed novena prayer, either tern nn Ard ig peta ceuans 
copies to outsiders, for the intercession of Brother Norbert. 


a concerted effort on the part of all of Sun pene eee om 
Miracle, the Sacred Heart may grant us S 2 
bere eeuaee Norbert raised to the altar and proclaimed "Blessed" by the 


Holy Father in Rome. 


With best wishes, I am, 


In Corde Jesu, 
: on 


Brother Jerome Lepre, S5. 
Vice-Postulator, 
Cause of Brother Norbert 


PRAYER TO OBTAIN FAVORS THROUGH 
THE INTERCESSION OF BROTHER NORBERT, S.C. 
cy 


O JESUS, 

Who did inspire Brother Norbert 
with an ardent love for Your Divine Heart 
as manifested by his devotion to You 

In the Blassed Sacrament, 
by his many prayers to Your Blessed Mother, 
by his sufferings and Prayers 

for the poor Souls in Purgatory, 
and especially by his 

personal zeal and kindness 

toward all with whom he dealt, 
grant that, by his intercession, 
we may obtain the following favor(s).... 


(Here name the favor(s) requested) 


so that he may be glorified in the Church 
and we may imitate his love of 
Your Sacred Heart. 


SACRED HEART, through the example 
of your servant, 
we belleve In Your presence 
in the Holy Eucharist, 
we honor Your Mother, 
we sacrifice for the Souls in Purgatory, 
and we proclaim the Image of God 
In all the people 
with whom we come In contact. 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom come. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, glorify Thy servant. 


Approved by RIGHT REVEREND CYPRIANO KIHANGIRE 
Bishop of Gulu 
2Ist February, 1977 
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